
BACK TO 
YOUR FUTURE

COMMUNICATIONS

GUIDANCE

STAY CONNECTED

V A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

P L A N N I N G  A  S A F E  R E T U R N  T O  S C H O O L  I N  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1

FOR COVID-19 POSITIVE CASES
& SUSPECTED COVID-19 CASES

AS OF 12/7/2020

WWW.VANISD.ORG @VANISDTX @VANISDVANTX @VANISDVANTX

THIS PLAN IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AS PUBLIC HEALTH GUIDELINES ARE UPDATED.



WHAT IF A STUDENT GETS SICK AT
SCHOOL?

STEP BY STEP SCENARIO:

Student returns to school after at least 24 hours
have passed since recovery (without fever
reducing medications) if no symptoms are
present

Parent alerts District Health Coordinator, Amy
Jones, at amy.jones@vanisd.org of positive test
District Health Coordinator alerts district officials
& NET Health
District alerts school community
NET Health interviews student/parent to conduct
contract tracing
NET Health alerts people deemed to have had
close contact with student

TEST IS NEGATIVE

TEST IS POSITIVE

at least 10 days have passed since symptoms
first appeared;
improvement of symptoms; AND
at least 24 hours have passed since recovery
(without fever reducing medications)

RE-ENTRY CRITERIA
In the case of an individual who has symptoms
that could be COVID-19 and is not evaluated
by a medical professional and given an
alternate diagnosis, such individual is assumed
to have COVID-19 and may not return to school
until meeting same re-entry criteria for an
individual diagnosed with COVID-19:
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Student feels unwell at school

Student is sent to nurse

Student has a temp equal to or greater than 100 and/or exhibits COVID-19 symptoms

Nurse isolates student until parent arrives

Parent opts to test student for COVID-19 Parent opts not to test student for COVID-19



WHAT IF A FAMILY MEMBER
TESTS POSITIVE?

STEP BY STEP SCENARIO:
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A student in class says one of their family members at home has
COVID-19 and the teacher and other students overhear.

Teacher notifies school administrator of the comment.

Student waits in isolation room with nurse while administrator
contacts parent/guardian.

Administrator shares with parent/guardian that their child
announced someone in their home is COVID-19 positive.
Administrator confirms the child lives with a person who tested
positive and reminds parent/guardian that per local and state
guidelines, the child should not come to school and should self-
isolate for 10 days.

Administrator informs parent/guardian that the child will be able to
transition over to Vandals Online (virtual instruction) so as not to miss
any work or accumulate any absences.
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4  |
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**This document refers to "close contact" with an individual who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19. The definition of
close contact is evolving as public health agencies expand their understanding and knowledge of COVID-19. In general,
close contact is defined as: a) being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); or b) being
within 6 feet for a largely uninterrupted or sustained extended contact period throughout the course of a day of
approximately 15 minutes; if either occurred at any time in the last 14 days at the same time the infected individual was
infections. Individuals are presumed infectious at least two days prior to symptom onset, or in the case of asymptomatic
individuals who are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, two days prior to the confirming lab test.



WHAT IF A STAFF MEMBER
TESTS POSITIVE?

STEP BY STEP SCENARIO:
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Staff member tests positive for COVID-19.

Staff member alerts Human Resources of positive test.

Administrator alerts school community and NET Health of positive
test.

NET Health conducts contact tracing and alerts any person(s) or
families that need to self-isolate due to prolonged close contact
with positive case.

If the staff member is a teacher, a substitute will fill-in during his or
her self-isolation period.
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**This document refers to "close contact" with an individual who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19. The definition of
close contact is evolving as public health agencies expand their understanding and knowledge of COVID-19. In general,
close contact is defined as: (a) being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); or (b) being
within 6 feet for a total of approximately 15 minutes throughout the course of a day; however, additional factors like
case/contact masking (i.e., both the infectious individual and the potential close contact have been consistently and
properly masked), ventilation, presence of dividers, and case symptomology may affect this determination. Either (a) or
(b) defines close contact if it occurred during the infectious period of the case, defined as 2 days prior to symptom
onset to 10 days after symptom onset. In the case of asymptomatic individuals who are test-confirmed with COVID-19,
the infectious period is defined as 2 days prior to the confirming lab test and continuing to 10 days following the
confirming lab test.



WHAT IF I HAVE 
COVID-19 SYMPTOMS?
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People who have symptoms consistent with COVID-19 should stay home.

SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 INCLUDE:

NEW ONSET: fever equal to or greater than 100 degrees, loss of taste or smell, cough, difficulty breathing, shortness
of breath, fatigue, headache, chills, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, shaking or exaggerated shivering,
significant muscle pain or ache, diarrhea, nausea, or vomiting.

If a person has a new symptom with no other diagnosis to explain it, they should stay home and talk to their health
care provider. Should anyone in your family wish to obtain a COVID test, you can locate an approved testing location
by visiting https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/

INDIVIDUALS CONFIRMED, SUSPECTED, OR IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH COVID-19:

In the case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may  return to school when all
three of the following criteria are met:

at least 24 hours have passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing
medications);
the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and
at least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared.

In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and who is not evaluated by a
medical professional or tested for COVID-19, such individual is assumed to have COVID-19, and the individual
may not return to campus until the individual has completed the same three-step set of criteria listed above.

If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to school before completing the
above stay at home period, the individual must either (a) obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the
individual for return based on an alternative diagnosis or (b) obtain an acute infection test (at a physician’s
office or approved testing location) that comes back negative for COVID-19.

In the case of an individual who has had close contact with a person who is lab-confirmed to have
COVID-19, such individual should remain home until the 10-day incubation period has passed.

The definition of close contact is evolving with our understanding of COVID-19, and individual scenarios
should be determined by an appropriate public health agency. In general, close contact is defined as:

a. being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); or
b. being within 6 feet for a largely uninterrupted or sustained extended contact period throughout the
course of a day of approximately 15 minutes; however, additional factors like case/contact masking (i.e.,
both the infectious individual and the potential close contact have been consistently and properly
masked), ventilation, presence of dividers, and case symptomology may affect this determination.

Either (a) or (b) defines close contact if it occurred during the infectious period of the case, defined as two
days prior to symptom onset to 10 days after symptom onset. In the case of asymptomatic individuals who are
test-confirmed with COVID-19, the infectious period is defined as two days prior to the confirming lab test
and continuing for 10 days following the confirming lab test.
If the student or employee wishes to return sooner than 10 days, there is a 7 day quarantine option for close
contacts as of 12-7-20. This requires the student or employee submit a negative test result to the campus
nurse (students) or HR (employees). Tests may not be taken any sooner than 5 days from the last day of close
contact with the person who was confirmed positive. Tests must be administered at an approved testing
location and must note the date the test was administered on the negative test result.

Any individuals who themselves either: (a) are test-confirmed to have COVID-19; or (b) experience the symptoms of
COVID-19 (listed above) must stay at home throughout the infection period, and cannot return to campus until the
school system screens the individual to determine if the below conditions for campus re-entry have been met:

https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/
https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/


Our main method of communication will be email. We will use emails listed in Skyward Family Access
accounts. All parents/guardians MUST have a Skyward Family Access account.

If you DO NOT have a Skyward Family Access account, click here to view directions.
If you have a Skyward Family Access account and need to update your contact information, click
here to learn how to update your email addresses and phone numbers.
C lick Here for Helpful Skyward Family Access Tutorials for Everyone

Similar to inclement weather/school closures, parents/guardians MUST have a plan in case their child is
transitioned temporarily or for an extended period of time to virtual learning from home.

All parents/guardians MUST check their email frequently for updates. Emails will be sent between 5-10
pm and/or by 6:05 am.

A daily list of positive COVID-19 cases by campus will be posted each weekday by 6 pm
at www.vanisd.org/covidcases.

If a student is sent home sick and receives a positive COVID-19 test result contact Amy Jones, District
Health Coordinator, immediately by email at amy.jones@vanisd.org.

The District Health Coordinator will contact NET Health with the name and contact information for the
individual who tested positive AND the names and contact information for those individuals who had
close contact with the individual who tested positive.

If a student is determined to have had close contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19,
parents will receive individual notification from NET Health along with further guidance. If individual
notification from NET Health is not received, your child was not found to be directly exposed and can
return to campus the following school day.

VAN ISD PARENT NOTIFICATION
PROTOCOL
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For the 2020-2021 school year we are dealing with

unprecedented and challenging situations. Below is

how we will communicate with you during this time.

Please note that this may change if necessary. We

ask that you actively stay informed and continue to

practice grace & flexibility. Thank you for your

support as we navigate this fluid situation.

https://www.vanisd.org/domain/2347
https://www.vanisd.org/domain/2347
https://www.skyward.com/parents-and-students/family-access-toolkit/parents
http://www.vanisd.org/covidcases


VAN ISD PARENT NOTIFICATION
PROTOCOL

Dear Parent/Guardian,

Out of an abundance of caution and care for your child, we would like to inform
you that a positive case of COVID-19 was identified on your child's campus. Our
medical staff was notified of the positive result today.  

If your child was directly exposed, you will receive further notification. If you do
not receive individual notification from NET Health or campus administration your
child was not found to be directly exposed and can return to campus the
following school day.  

Per current guidelines and protocols, the individual has been quarantined at
home. The individual will be off-campus for a minimum of 10 days, only returning
with symptoms improving and fever-free for 24 hours without the use of fever-
reducing medications.   

We are following our contact tracing protocols and have isolated the students
and/or staff members that this individual might have been in close contact with.
If your child develops a fever or other flu-like symptoms, please see a medical
professional for further guidance. 

As a reminder, we are requiring all staff as well as students at VMS, VJH, and VHS
to wear face coverings while inside the buildings and during drop-off and pick-up
times. Thank you again for trusting us with your child. 

If a confirmed case of

COVID-19 is found on

your child's campus, you

will receive the

following notification

via email:
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PK-5 parents/guardians: In addition to the email above, the school will notify you by email when there is
an individual with a positive COVID-19 test within your child’s self-contained classroom.

Junior high and high school parents/guardians: Campus-wide notification emails will be sent; however
classroom emails will not be sent since students change classes frequently and are not self-contained.

If a decision is made to close down a classroom or larger (grade level, school, etc.) parents/guardians
will receive an email, text, and call.

Due to privacy laws, we are unable to share names of students or staff that test positive for COVID-19.

A parent/guardian’s first point of contact for issues, including those related to COVID-19, should always
be the teacher/staff member at their child’s school, followed by a school administrator. For matters of a
system-wide nature, please contact the appropriate district department.

For more information related to COVID-19, click the link to visit www.vanisd.org/COVID19.

http://www.vanisd.org/COVID19

